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2/2/87 -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE .·

UNI GRAD TOM PETTIT, AWARD-WINNING NBC NEWS REPORTER, TO TEACH ON UNI CAMPUS

THIS SOMMER

CEDAR FALLS--Tom Pettit, NBC's award-winning reporter and fonner vice president of
news, will return this summer to his alma mater, the University of Northern Iowa,
as a visiting professor for the Department of Communication and Theatre Arts.
Pettit will teach two .courses during the second half of UNI's summer session,
offering two-credit hour seminars in "National Election Coverage Methods" July 6-17,
and "General Public Affairs Reporting Methods" July 20-31.
The seminars will be available for both undergraduate and graduate credit, and
may also be taken for no credit. Both seminars will meet from 9 a.m. to noon Monday
through Friday in the Communication Arts Center.
A native of Waterloo, Pettit is a 1953 graduate of UNI, where he majored in
English. As an undergraduate, he worked on the student newspaper, then called The
College Eye. He later received a master's degree in American Studies from the
University of Minnesota.
Pettit began his broadcasting career as a reporter for WOI-TV in Ames, following
his graduation from UNI. He also worked at KCRG-TV, Cedar Rapids and WCCO-TV,
Minneapolis, before joining NBC News as a reporter for WRCV in Philadelphia.
In 1968, he left NBC for a one-year stay as chief West Coast correspondent with
the Public Broadcast Laboratory of National Educational Television. He returned to
NBC at the end of that year.
Among his numerous reporting excellence awards are an Emmy and a Peabody in 1969
for his investigative report on the secrets behind the nation's chemical-biological
warfare experiments. The story al so won him an Alfred I. DnPont Award for outstanding
reporting and the George Polk Memorial Award as "an editcrially and visually startling
inquiry into American experimentation with cheMical /bfo1 ogical warfare weapons. 11
Another Ell1?1y went to Pettit in 1970 as a report~r and writer for a report on the
United States nuclear establishment. His "Between Two Rivers," an account of a young
Sioux Indian who tried to make it in a white man's world and failed, won a Robert F.
Kennedy Journalism Award. Pettit' s "NBC Nightly News" series of reports on feeding
the poor won a 1975 RFK Award.
A topic that is once again back in the ~ews, "The Business of Blood," a report
on the business of collecting blood frOITl dcnors, won him the American Medical Association's 1971 Journalism Award.
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Pettit is also remembered for his on-the-spot reporting of the shooting of Lee
Harvey Oswald in the basement of the Dallas, Texas, jail after President John F.
Kennedy's assassination in 1963 .
He received a UNI Alumni Achievement Award from his alma mater i 1972. In
1982, Pettit spoke on Northern Iowa·•s University Speakers progra111 and donated his
honorarium to the UNI Foundation to be used to provide scholarships for broadcast
news majors.
Now an NBC Washington correspondent, Pettit has recently been reporting on the
Iran-Contra connection story.
For more infonnation pn the courses, persons interested in enrolling for credit
should contact Dr. Jon Hall, head of the UNI Department of C00111unication and Theatre
Arts, (319) 273-2217. No n-credit registrants should direct questions to UNI's Office
of Continuing Education and Special Services, (319) 273-2121.
Registration for UNI's summer session will begin later this spring.
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